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This course presents the major risk management areas and legal
pitfalls encountered in current everyday clinical practice.  

The objectives of this course are:
•  to teach risk management principles.
•   to review current developments in liability prevention.
•   to recommend solution strategies.

The curriculum will address “hot spots” in malpractice.  Upon com-
pletion of this course, participants will be better equipped to deal
with the tensions that arise in clinical practice and will become more
knowledgeable about areas where mental health practice interfaces
with the law. 

The curriculum will anticipate problematic areas of clinical work and
help in the development of coping strategies for use by physicians
and mental health clinicians.  Unique features of this course include
vantage points of practicing clinicians and plaintiff and defense
attorneys.  The format will allow for audience questions and discus-
sion with the faculty.

This course is offered separately or in conjunction with The
Practitioner in Court:  A Survival Guide.

COURSE SCHEDULE                           Friday, November 21, 2003
7:45-  8:15am     Registration
8:15-  8:30 Welcome & Introduction - Thomas G. Gutheil, MD
8:30-  9:15 Boundary Crossings and Boundary Violations:   

The Vital Differences -      Thomas G. Gutheil, MD
9:15-10:45 Current Developments in Liability 

Prevention
The Perspective of the 
Plaintiff’s Attorney -  Mary McGoldrick, JD
The Perspective of the 
Defense Attorney -          David Gould, JD

10:45-11:15 Coffee Break
Current Developments in Liability 
Prevention (Continued)

11:15-12:00pm The Perspective of the Clinician -
Eric A. Harris, EdD, JD 

12:00-12:30 Panel and Audience Discussion -
Thomas G. Gutheil, MD,

Mary McGoldrick, JD,
David Gould, JD,

and Eric A. Harris, EdD, JD
12:30-  2:00 Lunch (on your own)
2:00-  2:45 HIPAA Privacy Regulations: How They

Impact on You - James T. Hilliard, JD
2:45-  3:15 The Board of Registration: Risks Other

Than Malpractice -     Nancy Achin Audesse
3:15-  3:30 Coffee Break
3:30-  4:00 Duty to Warn: Update 2003 -

James C. Beck, MD, PhD
4:00-  4:30 Liability for Prescribing: A Practical

Primer - Judith G. Edersheim, JD, MD
4:30-  5:15 Panel and Audience Discussion -

James T. Hilliard, JD,
Nancy Achin Audesse,

James C. Beck, MD, PhD
and Judith G. Edersheim, JD, MD

5:15pm Adjourn

Working with the legal system can be fascinating and rewarding for
the clinician, but there are many potential pitfalls. It is increasingly
common for the practicing clinician to appear in the courtroom in
one capacity or another.  This engenders clinician anxiety and
uncertainty.  

The objectives of this course are:
•  to gain an understanding of the legal process: types of

witnesses, deposition strategies, areas of possible diffi-
culties, examination and cross-examination, and common
errors that are made by clinicians.

• to be prepared to collaborate effectively with attorneys as
defendant, treating clinician or expert witness.

• to be able to master courtroom challenges, and be more 
prepared to work with both plaintiff and defense attorneys.

A highlight of this course is the mock trial, where a live demonstra-
tion illustrates the critical components of survival in the courtroom.
Participants may choose between two options depending upon clini-
cian’s interest.  Both options will reconvene together following the
morning coffee break. This course is offered in conjunction with
Liability Prevention for Mental Health Clinicians: Strategies and
Update.

COURSE SCHEDULE                      Saturday, November 22, 2003
7:45-  8:15am     Registration

Option I (8:15 - 10:45 am)
8:15-  8:30 Welcome & Introduction -             David Gould, JD
8:30-  9:15 The Multiple Roles of the Clinician in the

Court System: Expert Witness,
Fact Witness, Defendant              David Gould, JD

9:15-10:00 Facing Litigation: The Role of
Personal Counsel -            Clyde Bergstresser, JD  

10:00-10:45 Surviving the Witness Stand - 
Odysseus Argy, MD

Option II (8:15 - 10:45 am)
8:15-  8:30am Welcome & Introduction - Thomas G. Gutheil, MD
8:30-  9:15 Risk Avoidance and Risk Management 

From the Clinician’s Perspective -   
Thomas G. Gutheil, MD

9:15-10:00 Most Frequently Asked Risk Avoidance
and Risk Management Questions, 2003 - 

James T. Hilliard, JD
10:00-10:45 Questions and Answers - Thomas G. Gutheil, MD,

James T. Hilliard, JD, with attendees
10:45-11:15 Coffee Break

Both groups will join together following the break
11:15-12:30pm Courtroom Survival:

The Perspective of the Plaintiff’s Attorney -
Clyde Bergstresser, JD

The Perspective of the Defense Attorney -
David Gould, JD

12:30-  1:00 Panel and Audience Discussion -
Clyde Bergstresser, JD 

and David Gould, JD
1:00-  2:15 Lunch (on your own)
2:15-  2:30 Read “Anatomy of a Case”
2:30-  3:45 Mock Trial:

Plaintiff’s Attorney -           Clyde Bergstresser, JD
Defense Attorney - David Gould, JD
Presiding Judge -           The Honorable Carol Ball
Mock Trial Defendant -          Jerry M. Blaine, MD

3:45-  4:00 Coffee Break
4:00-  4:30 A View From the Bench - 

The Honorable Carol Ball
4:30-  5:15 Panel Discussion -           Faculty and Participants
5:15pm Adjourn

These programs are supported in part by an unrestricted 
educational grant from Abbott Laboratories, Bristol-Myers
Squibb Neuroscience Division and Eli Lilly and Company
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The Mental Health Clinician in Court: A Survival Guide November 22, 2003

Please check one 
below:

❏ Liability Prevention for
Mental Health Clinicians 
(Class #231390 - L1)

❏ The Mental Health
Clinician in Court
Check one:
❏ Option I

(Class #231390 - L2B)
❏ Option II

(Class #231390 - L2A)

❏ Combined Liability 
Prevention for Mental
Health Clinicians with
The Mental Health 
Clinician in Court
Check one:
❏ Option I

(Class #231390 - L3B)
❏ Option II

(Class #231390 - L3A)

Doctoral 
Level

Professionals
and 

Attorneys 

$195

$195

$350

Other Health
Professionals,

Residents*, Fellows in
Training*, and Students 

$125

$125

$195

*Letter of verification from department chairperson must accompany application.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________
Last First                                    Middle Initial

Degree___________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address____________________________________________________________________
Street                                                City State           Zip Code

Daytime Phone (____) ______________________ Fax Number (____) ________________________

E-Mail Address_____________________________________________________________________
❏ Please check if you want to be excluded from receiving email notices of future Harvard MED-CME programs

Professional School Attended ______________________________ Year of Graduation ___________

Profession_________________________________________________________________________

Principal Specialty ______________________________________ Board Certified:  Yes  ❏   No  ❏

Institutional Affiliation _______________________________________________________________

Accreditation
Harvard Medical School is accredited by the

Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical
Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical
education for physicians. 

Harvard Medical School designates Liability
Prevention for Mental Health Clinicians for a
maximum of 6.50 credit hours, The Practitioner in
Court: A Survival Guide for a maximum of 6.50
credit hours, and the Combined Course for a maxi-
mum of 13.00 hours in category 1 credit towards the
AMA Physician’s Recognition Award. Each physi-
cian should claim only those hours of credit that
he/she actually spent in the educational activity.

Under Massachusetts Law Chapter 351, the
Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine
now requires Massachusetts physicians to include
“Risk Management” study as part of their 100 hours
of continuing medical education (CME) [243-CMR-
206(5).  Both courses are designed to meet the
requirement for Risk Management credit in
Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts Mental Health Center is
approved by the American Psychological Association to
offer continuing education for psychologists.
Liability Prevention for Mental Health Clinicians
offers 6.50 credit hours.  The Practitioner in Court:
A Survival Guide offers 6.50 credit hours and the
Combined Course for 13.00 credit hours.  Massa-
chusetts Mental Health Center maintains responsi-
bility for the program.

Nurses Application has been made to the Arizona
Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s
Commission on Accreditation.  

Massachusetts Mental Health Center is approved 
by the National Board of Certified Counselors to
offer continuing education to participants.  Liability
Prevention for Mental Health Clinicians meets the
criteria for 6.50 credit hours.  The Practitioner in
Court: A Survival Guide meets the criteria for 6.50
credit hours and the Combined Course for 13.00
credit hours. 
Application for continuing education credits will be
made to the Massachusetts Chapter of the National
Association of Social Workers.  Final approval has
not been determined.

Online Information
To register or view course information online, visit
our home page: http://www.cme.hms.harvard.edu
Tuition
Please see the table on the registration form below
for tuition fees.  All foreign payments must be made
by a draft on a United States bank.  If paying by
check, make it payable to Harvard Medical School
and mail with the completed registration form to:
Harvard MED-CME, P.O. Box 825, Boston, MA
02117-0825. If paying by credit card, fax the com-
pleted registration form to (617) 384-8686, or mail it
to the above address. Inquiries should be directed to

the above address, made by phone: (617) 384-8600,
Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Eastern Time),
or by e-mail: hms-cme@hms.harvard.edu
Refund Policy
A handling fee of $60 is deducted for cancellation.
Refund requests must be received by mail or fax
one week prior to the course.  No refunds will be
made thereafter.

Course Location and Accommodations
All sessions will be held at The Fairmont Copley
Plaza, 138 St. James Avenue, Boston, MA 02116 
(Telephone: 617-267-5600).

Hotel rooms in Boston are limited.  You are
urged to make your reservations early.  A limited
number of rooms have been reserved at the The
Fairmont Copley Plaza until October 31, 2003.
Please specify that you are enrolled in this course to
receive a reduced room rate.  A map of Boston list-
ing local hotels will be sent with your confirmation
of enrollment.  For additional housing assistance,
call Boston Reservations at (617) 332-4199.
Travel
For information on reduced airfare, call Harvard
MED-CME at (617) 384-8600, Monday - Friday,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Eastern Time). 

Odysseus Argy, MD Adjunct Professor,
Boston University College of Communica-
tion; Instructor of Surgery, Boston University
School of Medicine’ Founder and President,
Odyssey Health Communications; Former
Host & Moderator, Doctors on Call, WABU
TV 68, Boston.

Nancy Achin Audesse Executive Director,
Massachusetts Board of Registration in
Medicine.

The Honorable Carol Ball Associate
Justice, Superior Court, Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

James C. Beck, MD, PhD Professor of
Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School; Acting
Chair, Department of Psychiatry at
Massachusetts Mental Health Center; Law
and Psychiatry Service, Massachusetts
General Hospital; Author, Confidentiality v
the Duty to Protect.

Clyde Bergstresser, JD
Shareholder,Campbell, Campbell, Edwards
and Conroy, Boston, MA.

Jerry M. Blaine, MD Clinical Instructor in
Medicine, Harvard Medical School; Senior
Staff Internist, Department of General
Internal Medicine, Lahey Clinic Medical
Center, Burlington, MA.

Judith G. Edersheim, JD, MD Clinical
Instructor in Psychiatry, Harvard Medical
School; Law and Psychiatry Service,
Massachusetts General Hospital.

David Gould, JD Managing Partner,
Ficksman and Conley, Boston, MA.

Thomas G. Gutheil, MD Professor of
Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School; Co-
Director, Program in Psychiatry and the Law,
Massachusetts Mental Health Center; Past
President of the American Academy of
Psychiatry and the Law. Author: The
Psychiatrist in Court: A Survival Guide; The
Psychiatrist as Expert Witness; Co-Author:
The Clinical Handbook of Psychiatry and The
Law; Divided Staffs, Divided Selves, A Case
Approach to Mental Health Ethics and
Mastering Forensic Psychiatric Practice:
Advanced Strategies for the Expert Witness.

Eric A. Harris, EdD, JD Massachusetts
School of Professional Psychology;
Consultant to the Legal and Regulatory
Affairs Division of the APA Practice
Directorate.

Mark J. Hauser, MD Clinical Instructor in
Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School;
Assistant Clinical Professor, Department of
Psychiatry, University of Connecticut School
of Medicine; Forensic Psychiatrist, Program
in Psychiatry and the Law, Massachusetts
Mental Health Center.

James T. Hilliard, JD  Lecturer on Law in
Psychiatry, Department of Psychiatry,
Harvard Medical School; General Counsel,
Massachusetts Psychiatric Society; Partner,
Connor and Hilliard, Walpole, MA.

Lawrence E. Lifson, MD Lecturer on
Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School; Director
of Continuing Education, Massachusetts
Mental Health Center; Faculty, Boston
Psychoanalytic Institute.  Editor:
Understanding Therapeutic Action: Psycho-
dynamic Concepts of Cure; Co-Editor: The
Mental Health Practitioner & the Law: A
Comprehensive Handbook and The
Psychology of Investing.

Mary McGoldrick, JD Shareholder,
Campbell, Campbell, Edwards and Conroy,
Boston, MA.

SAVE THE DATES!
Intensive Diagnostic Interviewing

• July 23-25, 2003     
• September 3-5, 2003
• December 3-5, 2003

WINTER SEMINARS
Colony Beach and Tennis Resort,
Longboat Key, Florida

• February 16-20, 2004
• February 23-27, 2004
• March 1-5, 2004
• March 8-12, 2004

Upcoming Programs

For office use only:
MHC

Form of Payment (please check one):
❏ Check is enclosed: Please make your check payable to Harvard Medical School and mail it with this registration form to:

Harvard MED-CME, P.O. Box 825, Boston, MA 02117-0825

❏ Bill my credit card: ❏ VISA ❏ MASTERCARD _____ - _____ - _____ - _____
Credit Card Number

Tuition Fee $_______           _____________________________ ________________________________________________________
Expiration Date  Signature

Registrations paid by credit card can be faxed to (617) 384-8686, or mailed to the above listed address.
Source Code:   A   B   C D E F   G   H   I   J   K   X   Z


